164                             Elizabeth Woodville.                           L1493-

princess Elizabeth.. The friends who had projected the marriage
were greatly incensed; but these steps were the evident result of
the personal restraint the queen was .then enduring.

The successful termination of the expedition undertaken by
the earl of Richmond, to obtain his promised bride and the crown
of England, at once avenged the widowed queen and her family
on the usurper, and restored her to liberty after the battle of
Bosworth. Instead of the despotic control of Richard IH/s
squire iNesfield, the queen, restored to royal rank, joyfully wel-
comed her eldest daughter, who was brought to her at West-
minster from Sheriff-Hutton, remaining with her till the January
following the battle of Bosworth, when she saw her united in
marriage to Henry of Richmond, the acknowledged king of Eng-
land.

One of Henry YII.'s first acts was to invest the mother of his
queen with the privileges befitting the widow of an English sove-
reign. Unfortunately Elizabeth had not been dowered on the
lands anciently appropriated to the queens of England, but on
those of the duchy of Lancaster. However, a month after the
marriage of her daughter to Henry YII. she received possession of
some of the dower-palaces, among which Farnham, worth 102Z. by
annum, was by her son-in-law added to help her income. The
Parliamentary Act, whereby she was deprived of her dower in the
preceding reign, was ordered by the judges to be burnt. Much is
said of her ill-treatment by Henry YII. However, at the very
time she is declared to be in disgrace for patronizing the impostor
who personated the young earl of Warwick, she was chosen by the
king, in preference to his own beloved mother, as sponsor to his
dearly-prized heir, prince Arthur. The last time the queen-
dowager appeared in public was in a situation of the highest
dignity. At the close of the year 1489 she received the French,
ambassador in great state; the next year Henry YII. presented
her with an annuity of 400Z. Soon after she retired to the royal
apartments at Bermondsey abbey.

Elizabeth Woodvillo expired the Friday before WHtsuntide,
1492. Her will shows that she died destitute of personal property;
but no wonder, for the great possessions of the house of York were
chiefly in the grasp of the old avaricious duchess Cicely of Toxk,
who survived her hated daughter-in-law several years. Edward IY*
had endowed his proud mother as if she were a queen-dowager;
while his wife was dowered on property to which he possessed no
real title. On Whitsunday the queen dowajger*s corpse -was
conveyed bySvater to Windsor, and thence privately, as she re-
quested, through the little park, conducted unto the castle. Her